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	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Physical Geography


	(  I can identify physical factors that constitute a region.  (WG.9.A)
(  I can describe different landforms and the physical processes that cause their development.  (WG.4.B)

(  I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind systems, ocean currents, position on a continent, and mountain barriers influence temperature, precipitation, and distribution of climate regions.  (WG.4.A)
(  I can explain the influence of climate on the distribution of biomes in different regions.  (WG.4.C)

	Transcaucasus

Siberia

Central Asia

Baltic States

Ukraine/Belarus

European Russia

General pattern of landforms

Ural Mountains

Kamchatka Peninsula/tectonic activity
Volga River (location and importance)

Siberian River Basins

North European Plain (location and importance)

Caspian Sea: Lake vs. Sea dispute
Lake Baikal

General pattern of climates

Factors affecting climate

   Latitude

   Altitude

   Prevailing Winds

   Distance from Oceans

   Ocean Currents

   Great Mt. Barriers

General Winter
General distribution of vegetation regions

   tundra

   forest/taiga

   steppe

   desert

chernozem

	Topic
	
Learning Targets
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	Environmental Issues
	(  I can examine the environmental, economic, and social impacts of technology on agriculture and natural resources.  (WG.19.C)

(  I can describe the human and physical characteristics of the same regions at different periods of time to evaluate relationships between past events and current conditions.  (WG.2.A)

(  I can describe the interaction between humans and the physical environment and analyze the consequences of extreme weather and other natural disasters.  (WG.8.B)


	Aral Sea

   What is happening?

   What has caused the problem?

   What are the consequences?

Soviet nuclear legacy

   Political

   Economic

   Environmental

Chernobyl

   Location/What happened?   

   Immediate effects

   Long-term effects

Effect on building construction in Siberia
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	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Population Geography
	(  I can analyze population pyramids and use other data, graphics, and maps to describe the population characteristics of different societies and predict future population trends.  (WG.7.A)


	Reasons for Russia's current demographic situation
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Learning Targets
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	Cultural Geography


	(  Analyze cultural changes in specific regions caused by war, trade, innovations, and diffusion.  (WG.18.A)

( I can describe and compare patterns of culture such as language, religion, land use, education, and customs that make specific regions of the world distinctive.  (WG.17.A)


	Effect of Soviet rule on culture and religion

Socialist realism

Cultural contributions of N. Eurasia

Peter the Great/St. Petersburg
"Window to the West"
Russian Orthodox Church

Islam in N. Eurasia (mosques)
Visual Literacy of Northern Eurasia PPT
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	Political 

Geography
	(  I can compare how democracies, dictatorships, republics, and totalitarian systems operate in different countries.   (WG.14.B)
(  I can evaluate the spread of democratic ideas in N. Eurasia.  (WG.18.D)
(  I can analyze the factors that influence the power to control 
territory and resources, create conflict/war, and impact international political relations.  (WG.14.C)
(  Assess causes, effects, and perceptions of conflicts between groups of people.  (WG.18.B)

	Communism as a political system/ideology
Vladimir Putin

Mikhail Gorbachev

glasnost

perestroika

democratization

Boris Yeltsin

The Great Game and the "New Great Game"
Russian/Bolshevik/Communist Revolution of 1917

Karl Marx

Vladimir Lenin

USSR

Joseph Stalin

distance decay 

Cold War
Collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991

     Centripetal Force
     Economic Issues

     Social Issues

     Political Issues

Soviet boundary making

"Dagestan Disconnect" case study

     Centrifugal Forces of the USSR

     Chechen separatism

     Centripetal and centrifugal forces in The Caucasus

     Why Russia fights to keep Chechnya

Armenia and Azerbaijan

   Nagorno-Karabakh

   exclave
Importance of Kaliningrad
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	Urban 

Geography
	( I can locate and describe human and physical features that influence the size and distribution of settlements.  (WG.6.A) I can explain the processes that have caused changes in settlement patterns.  (WG.6.B)

(  Compare life in urban and rural areas to evaluate political, economic, social, and environmental changes.  (WG.16.D)

	Factors affecting population distribution in N. Eurasia

European population densities

Settlement patterns in Siberia
Trans-Siberian Railroad

Communist urban landscape
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	Economic Geography
	( I can interpret political, economic, social, and demographic indicators to determine the level of development and standard of living in nations using the terms Human Development Index, less developed, newly industrialized, and more developed.  (WG.5.B)
(  I can describe the forces that determine the distribution of goods and services in free enterprise, socialist, and communist economic systems.  (WG.10.A)

(  I can compare global trade patterns over time and examine the implications of globalization.  (WG.10.D)


	Choropleth mapping and conclusions

Comparing economic systems
    Command/Communism
    Free Market
    Mixed
Silk Road

McDonald's in Russia

     How did McDonald’s help the transition to Capitalism?




