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	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Physical Geography

 of Southwest Asia

	(  I can describe different landforms and the physical processes that cause their development.  (WG4.8)

(  I can explain how elevation, latitude, wind systems, ocean currents, position on a continent, and mountain barriers influence temperature, precipitation, and distribution of climate regions.  (WG 4.C)
	general pattern of landforms

Mountains

 River Valleys

Tectonic Activity/Earthquakes
Empty Quarter (Rub al-Khali)

Deserts

Dead Sea
Arabian Peninsula

Anatolian Peninsula

Tigris River

Euphrates River

wadi

oasis

salt flat

General pattern of climates

 Mediterranean
  Semiarid
  Desert


	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Human-Environment Interaction


	(  I can describe the interaction between humans and the physical environment.   (WG.8.B)
(  I can evaluate the geographic and economic impact of policies related to the development, use, and scarcity of natural resources such as regulation of water.  (WG.12.B)

	Fertile Crescent 

Mesopotamia
Arable Land/Agriculture

Drip irrigation

Fossil water

Ataturk Dam

Salinization

Desalinization

Distribution of oil resources

Strategic commodity

OPEC/cartel

Choke points  (Strait of Hormuz, Suez Canal, Strait of 

               Gibraltar, Bab al Mandeb, Strait of Malacca,     

               Bosporus and Dardanelles)



	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Cultural Geography


	(  I can describe major world religions, including ...Christianity, Islam, and Judaism.  (WG.17.B)

(  I can describe elements of culture, including language, religion, beliefs and customs.  (WG.16.B)

(  I can describe and compare patterns of culture such as language, religion, land use, education, and customs that make Southwest Asia distinctive.  (WG.18.A)

(  I can identify examples of cultures that maintain traditional ways, including traditional economies.  (WG.18.D)
	Abrahamic religions  (monotheistic) 

    Christianity (universalizing religion)

      origin, diffusion and current distribution

      basic beliefs

             cultural landscape

    Islam  (universalizing religion)

      origin, diffusion and current distribution 

      basic beliefs (Five Pillars, Hajj, Ramadan)

      cultural landscape  (Mosque, minaret, Mecca, 

      Dome of the Rock, ka'bah)

      Sunni-Shi'ite split

             Sharia law

     Judaism  (ethnic religion)

        origin, diffusion and current distribution
        basic beliefs

        cultural landscape  (Western Wall/Temple Mount)

Importance of Jerusalem to Christianity, Islam, Judaism
Secular vs. Theocracy

Fundamentalist vs. Extremist

Linguistic patterns/distribution
   Arabic

   Farsi (Indo-European)

   Hebrew
   Turkish
   Pashtun

Bedouins

pastoral nomadism

subsistence agriculture

	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Population and Demographics


	(  I can describe trends in population growth and distribution.  (WG.7.C)
(  I can explain the processes that have caused changes in settlement patterns, including urbanization, transportation, access to and availability of resources, and economic activities.  (WG.6.B)

(  I can locate and describe human and physical features that influence the size and distribution of settlements.  (WG.6.A)

(  I can explain how political, economic, social, and environmental push and pull factors and physical geography affect the routes and flows of human migration.  (WG.7.B)

	Demographic characteristics of countries in SW Asia

Migration patterns  (push and pull factors)

Refugees in the region
Patterns of population distribution

The Islamic City reading
Patterns of development in SW Asia



	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Political Geography


	(  I can describe the human and physical characteristics of the same regions at different periods of time to evaluate relationships between past events and current conditions.  (WG.2.A)

(  Analyze the human and physical factors that influence the power to control territory and resources.  (WG.14.C)
(  I can assess causes, effects, and perceptions of conflicts between groups of people, including modern genocides and terrorism.  (WG.18.B)

(  I can compare how democracy, dictatorship, republic, theocracy, and totalitarian systems operate in specific countries.  (WG.14.B)

(  I can evaluate the spread of cultural traits...such as the spread of democratic ideas.  (WG.18.D)
	Jewish Diaspora

pogroms

Zionism

Collapse of Ottoman Empire

Palestinians (also stateless nation)
British control of Palestine

Creation of Israel

Arab-Israeli conflicts
      (1948 War, Six-Day War of 1968, Intafadas)

Territorial changes 
      (Sinai Peninsula, West Bank, Gaza Strip, Golan Heights)

PLO

Hamas

Right of Return

Oslo Accords

Israeli Wall

Iran historical background

Mosaddegh

The Shah

Islamic Revolution

Hostage Crisis

Iran-Contra Scandal

Theocracy
Taliban

U.S. actions in Afghanistan

Osama Bin Laden
Al Queda

Iraq Conflicts

    Saddam Hussein

    Gulf War/Desert Storm

    War in Iraq/Operation Iraqi Freedom

Kurds  (stateless nation)

Turkey Case Study

    Mustafa Kemal

    Rural to urban migration

    Secular vs Theocratic
    Pros/cons of Turkey joining EU
Arab Spring



	Topic
	Learning Targets
	Academic Vocabulary

	Economic Geography


	(  I can interpret political, economic, social, and demographic indicators (GDP/capita, life expectancy, literacy, infant mortality, and HDI) to determine the level of development and standard of living in countries.  (WG.5.B)
(  Explain how changes in societies have led to diverse uses of physical features.  (WG.2.B)

	Southwest Asia economic indicators

Southwest Asia social indicators

Oman Case Study

    Oman demographics (oil rich nation population pyramid)
    Guest Workers    
    Omanization
    Economic diversification 


