PreAP World Geography 2014 – 2015 Syllabus
CONTACT INFORMATION

See Teacher Websites

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The first seven weeks of this course will provide a background of geographic concepts and 


principles important to the study of major world regions that will follow.  This is also a Pre-


Advanced Placement class, and part of our task is to help you gain the skills and habits of mind


that will help you to succeed in future Advanced Placement classes.  This course proceeds at a


faster pace and in greater depth than other classes, and it is expected that the student is a  self-


directed learner who finishes homework and other supplemental assignments outside of class.


Geography is a “real world” subject, and you are expected to stay informed about world events.


You can do this by watching the news on television, reading the newspaper, or listening to 


National Public Radio (NPR).  Although this is not a formal assignment, it is important to your


understanding of much of what goes on in the class.  We will spend time discussing current events.

TEXTBOOK
Arreola, D., Deal, M., Petersen, J., & Sanders, R.  (2003)  World Geography. Evanston, IL.  McDougal Littell

MATERIALS (suggested)
1. An organizational strategy for World Geography materials
2. A box of tissues (to be left in the classroom)  
3. Something to write with and paper to write on.  Please use pencil, black ink, or blue ink.
CLASS RULES
· Respect Others
· Don't inhibit teacher's ability teach or others' ability to learn.
· No multitasking
· No electronic equipment without permission
· No food or drink (water is allowed)

WHAT TO DO IF
· THERE ARE PAPERS ON THE TABLE NEXT TO THE DOOR:  Take one copy of each

· YOU ARE ABSENT AND NEED MAKE-UP WORK:  This is YOUR responsibility.  I will not come to you and ask if you got your make-up work.  Check with me or the website to see what assignments you missed.  I will put a "1" in the grade book for any assignment I graded while you were absent.  A "1" means you can make up an assignment for full credit.
· YOU MISS A TEST:  Make arrangements to make up the test in the testing center
TUTORING
A World Geography tutoring schedule will be posted in the classroom.  Please check with the teacher ahead of time to make sure they will be available.
Coach Grigg (202) M-F @ 8:00am

Coach Gonzalez (219) M-F @ 8:00am

Mr. Koch (201) Mon. 4:05-4:35 
Mrs. Bonin (203) Wed. 4:05-4:35

Pre-AP Geography

First Semester Syllabus/Grading Procedure

UNITS/CONTENT

(First semester)



1st Nine Weeks




Week 1 – Introduction:  Thinking Geographically




Week 2 – Map Skills:  Representing the World Geographically




Week 3 – Physical Geography:  Landforms, 
Climate and Vegetation




Week 4 – Physical Geography:  Landforms, 
Climate and Vegetation



Week 5 – Human Geography:  Culture



Week 6 – Population:  Distribution, Trends, and Issues




Week 7 – Political Geography/Urban Geography


Week 8 – Economic Geography and Issues of Development


Week 9 – North America:  Physical Geography and Environmental Issues

2nd Nine Weeks


Week 1 – North America:  Human Geography of the United States & Canada


Week 2 – Latin America:  Physical Geography and Environmental Issues


Week 3 – Latin America:  Overview of Countries


Week 4 – Latin America:  Overview of Countries/Issues


Week 5 – Europe: Physical/Human Geography




Week 6 – Europe: Human Geography/Issues




Week 7 – Northern Eurasia: Overview of Region/Physical Geography






Week 8 – Northern Eurasia: Political Geography/Issues





Week 9 – Final Review/Final Exams
GRADING PROCEDURE
A. Homework:  10% of nine week grade

Comments: includes reading guides/reading checks and most other assignments completed at home.  Grades in this category can be changed to reflect a higher unit test score.
B. Daily Grades: 20% of nine week grade

Comments: includes supplemental readings, enrichment exercises, quizzes, etc. completed in class.

C.  Major Work:  70% of nine week grade 
 (3-4 per nine weeks)

Comments:  Major work will be in the form of major tests and projects.


